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Thank you so much for inviting me to be part of your Book
Club! There are few things more fun, in my opinion, than
reading a great book - and then talking about it with a group
of friends!

| hope you enjoy every bit of THE CROWN CONSPIRACY and
have a wonderful time together, talking and laughing - and
hopefully, eating some fun snacks, too.

But more than that, | hope your discussions will lead to action,
that your group will be inspired to do good together, wherever
you are. Be brave. Band together. Make a difference!

You'll be so glad you did. W



How did you come up with the idea for
The Crown Conspiracy?

| love adventure stories, especially those
involving treasure hunts and secret
societies. Add in a castle or two, and I'm
hooked. But a few years ago, | realized
that too often, women were mainly
supporting cast. They weren't the ones
saving the day and changing the world.
So | started dreaming and imagining.
What if there was a team of strong,
flawed, compassionate, determined
women who make a difference in this
world, especially by helping other

women? What if they were part of a

centuries-old, women-only secret society
whose symbol and name meant hope?
All those what-ifs became The Crown
Conspiracy and the Speranza team.

What was your favorite scene to write in
The Crown Conspiracy?

One of my favorite scenes is when
Sophie - disguised as an older, rich
society matron - gets pulled into a dance
by Mac, the handsome, too-observant
art investigator who is

searching for Munich’s art thief. Fun, flirty
banter is one of my favorite things to
write.

Which books and/or authors shaped you
most as a writer?

As a child, | wanted to be Harriet the
Spy. She was smart and courageous and
had adventures and solved puzzles, all of
which appealed to me, just as the Nancy
Drew books, did. As a teen, | re-read
Gone With the Wind at least once a year.
All of these stories featured strong
women and were written by authors who
pulled me into the worlds they created in
ways that captivated me and have never
let go.

What projects you are currently working
?
on’

I am almost finished with the next
Speranza Team novel, in which the team
must find a priceless, centuries-old
treasure - that is said to discern motives
- in order to thwart ruthless treasure
hunters, stop a dangerous villain and
save the daughter of one of the
Speranza team members.




RECIPES




Best Caprese Skewers

This easy-peasy Italian favorite is both pretty and delicious

¢ 20 grape tomatoes

* 10 ounces mozzarella cheese, cubed

* 2 tablespoons extra virgin olive oil

* 2 tablespoons fresh basil leaves, chopped
* 1pinch salt

* 1pinch ground black pepper

* 20 toothpicks

* Whole basil leaves for garnish

Gather all ingredients.

Toss tomatoes, mozzarella cheese, olive oil, basil, salt, and pepper together in a

bowl until well coated.
Skewer one tomato and one piece of mozzarella cheese on each toothpick.
Garnish with whole basil leaves

Recipe Copyright eAllrecipes




Brat Bites
with Spicy
Dipping Sauce

For a bit of German flair, another
super-easy recipe - so you have
more time to talk and laugh with

your friends!

Ingredients .

e 5 brats, flavor of choice

¢ 1 container of seamless
crescent roll dough

e 5 cup stone-ground mustard

e Y& cup mayo

1 teaspoon hot sauce

Recipe courtesy of Cheese Curd in Paradise.com

Directions:

Pre-heat oven to 350°F. Place a silicone baking mat on top of
a baking sheet.

Open the container of dough and stretch till even. Cut the
dough in half.

Roll the brats in the dough till ends touch. Cut the dough and
secure it around the brat. Place brat on the baking sheet.

Bake for about 25 minutes. Use a thermometer to test the
brats to ensure that they are between 160° - 165°F

Remove brats from oven and cool for a few minutes.
While brats are cooling, mix together mustard, mayo,
and hot sauce.

Slice brats into bite sized pieces. Serve warm.



Ingredients

Cheeses

o 1% Ib Italian soft cheese like
Talleggio

e |- 8oz container Ciliegine fresh
Mozzarella balls (Small, cherry size
fresh Mozzarella balls, in liquid)

e 1% Ib Hard Italian Tartufo cheese
wedge. Also called Truffle (or a
Pecorino Romano)

Meats

e |- 3 0z pkg Sliced Italian Salami
(Try Finocchiona Fennel Salami)

e |- 5 o0z pkg Prosciutto Panino
(Proscuitto Wrapped Mozzarella)

e 2- 30z pkgs Proscuitto di Parma
(make sure it's very thinly sliced)

e 1 pkg Soppressata salumni

(Southern Italian w/garlic, red Make the Best Italian
pepper, wine)
Veggies/Fruits Charcuterie Board
| pkg Strawberries or Raspberries
| pkg Blackberries ’ .
1 kg Small, grape fomatoes ln’ﬂ Recipe courtesy of An Easy Journey
1 Bunch Italian Basil
| pkg Figs

| pkg Baby Bella Mushrooms About the RGCIpe

Accompaniments

ltalians have perfected the Good Life

I jar Fig or Apricot jam or Pesto
1 jar Medittereannean olives (Mix o (La Dolce Vita) and it all starts with

green and black olives) _
! small pkg Almonds, Pistachios or relaxing around the table. Great food,

Candied Walnuts made simply. This is for an appetizer
I loaf Rustic Italian Bread or 2

Baguettes course, serving 4-5. Add optional

I box Crackers (Try Rosemary) ingredients and double appetizer
I small pkg Dried fruit like apricots, i £ king int , |
figs, dates (Optional) portions IT making INTo d main meail.

] jar Roasted Red Peppers or Buon Appe’rifo!
Marinated Mushrooms (Optional)




Discussion Questions

To start your group's conversation about The Crown Conspiracy, read through
these questions with your book club and share your responses together.

Do you see yourself in any of the Speranza Team members? Which one's flaws or strengths do you
most relate to? Do you have a favorite character?

Does Sophie's epiphany surrounding the words, “I believe in God even when He is silent” resonate
with you? How do you cope with God's apparent silence at times in our lives?

Making friends and becoming part of a team requires risk and putting yourself out there. Have you
taken the risk and had it work out great? What about when it didn't?

Once you get past the awkward making-friends stage, what's the best part of having friends and
being part of a team? How do you keep your friendships alive and thriving?

Sophie is passionate about righting wrongs and returning stolen artwork to its rightful owners as
Robin Hood. Do you agree with her thinking? Why or why not?

Sadly, women getting kidnapped, trafficked or sold into slavery isnt a new problem. Have you
considered what you can you do in your corner of the world to help keep women safe?



“Trust, but verify,” is one of Sophie’s mottos. She's surprised to learn the Speranza team follows it as
well. How do you balance this idea in your own life? Do you trust easily? How do you verify if
someone is trustworthy? Have you ever been wrong?

When have you banded together with other women to make a difference, maybe through your church
or a local or international organization? If you aren’t part of a team now, where could you start

looking for one?

Your book group questions: o

Jot down some questions you want to ask in your book club.




Co/ogne Cathedral B“"ﬁ Eltz >

(

IEFOVI'/'

View

Rialto Bria/ge —




MY BOOK CLUB NOTES






The Liar’s Treasure
The team must find a priceless.
centuries-old treasure - that is said
to discern motives - in order to
thwart ruthless treasure hunters,
stop a dangerous villain and save
the daughter of one of the Speranza
team members.

Coming in Fall, 2025 from Tyndale
House Publishers



https://www.tyndale.com/sites/crazy4fiction/

